Attending a Town Meeting

To familiarize yourself with the way in which your city or town is governed, attend a town meeting and monitor the proceedings.  Complete the following worksheet to guide your observations.

Part I: Preparing for the Meeting 
1. What is the name of the highest executive official in your local government? (5 points)



2. What kind of town meeting are you attending?  (i.e. Planning and Zoning, Annual, etc.)  How often are these meetings held? (5 points)



3. When (date and time) is the meeting that you will be attending? (5 points)



4. Where will the meeting be held? (5 points)



Part II: Attending the Meeting

1. If there is a prepared agenda, ask for a copy and attach it to this worksheet when you turn it in.  Otherwise, keep track of the issues discussed below.  (15 points)

· Issue 1:


· Issue 2:


· Issue 3:


· Issue 4:


· Issue 5:


· Issue 6:


· Issue 7:


· Issue 8:

2. Complete the following chart to identify the officials present.  You will likely have to go introduce yourself to one of the selectmen and ask him/her to help you identify people.  Be polite! (15 points)

	Name
	Office
	Political Party

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Who is leading the proceedings at the meeting? (5 points)



4. Approximately how many citizens are in attendance?  (5 points)



5. What issue did you find the most interesting and why?  Write a detailed and thoughtful response below.  (15 points)









Part III: Evaluating the Meeting

Based on what you witnessed at the meeting, do you think that decisions in your local town meetings are made democratically?  Consider various issues in completing your answer, for example, the time allotted to citizens to express their opinions, the number of citizens in attendance, and other factors.  Write a detailed and thoughtful response on a separate sheet of paper and turn it in with the entire worksheet. (25 points)
