Changing Language

	Course: Freshman English
	Level: ACP


Objectives:

Concepts:

1. Explain that language changes constantly and over time

2. Identify important dates and events in the history of the English language

3. Explain that Shakespeare wrote in modern English

Skills:

1. Improve ability to read for information

Special Materials:

1. The Battle of Brunanburh in Old English (audio and text) and text of modern translation
2. History of the English Language
Student Preparation:

1. None

Activities:

1. Intro: Ask students to work in small groups briefly to come up with something to say that they think I won’t understand using current teen-speak.  Have them try me.

2. Explain that language changes over time.  Ask students what words have been invented just since they were born?  

· For example, iPod, emoticon, meterosexual, blogosphere, carjacking, ginormous.  

· How has word usage changed?  What does friend mean, for example?  Is it a noun or a verb?  It used to be quite squarely in the noun category, but with the advent of Facebook and other social networking sites, it now also serves as a verb.  

· Spam used to just be a meat.  How is the word more likely to be used today? 

· So language has changed just in the 15-ish years they’ve been around!

3. Ask them whether they think Shakespeare is written in Old, Middle, or contemporary English.  Discuss briefly.

4. Hand out The Battle of Brunanburh (make sure students look only at the Old English side.  

5. Go to http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/nael/noa/audio.htm and choose The Battle of Brunanburh - read by R. D. Fulk and play the first stanza.  

6. Ask students to circle any words they think they might recognize and identify them.  Have them flip the page over and see if they were right.  Explain that this is Old English.  Discuss.

7. Go to http://www.vmi.edu/fswebs.aspx?tid=34099&id=34251.  Tell students that this is Middle English.  What’s different?  Why do they suppose it changed?  

8. Read History of the English Language.  Help students identify important dates and provide additional dates.  
· 450 AD: Anglo-Saxons first come to England bringing their language, which become Old English, with them.

· 1066: Norman Conquest of England—William the Conqueror, a prince of Normandy, which is part of France, conquered England.  French became the official language of the aristocracy.  French and Old English meld to become Middle English.  

· Between 1388-ish, Chaucer begins writing the Canterbury Tales in Middle English.

· Scholars generally date the writing of Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare to 1595–96.  It is in modern English.
9. Ask students now that they’ve heard and seen Old English and Middle English, do they think Shakespeare is really going to be so challenging?  (


Related Homework:

None
Evaluation:
1. Test items on Old, Middle, and Modern English
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The Battle of Brunanburh

Her Aethelstan cyning, eorla dryhten,
beorna beag-giefa, and his brothor eac,
Eadmund aetheling, ealdor-langetir
geslogon aet saecce sweorda ecgum
ymbe Brunanburh. Bord-weall clufon,
heowon heathu-linde hamora lafum
eaforan Eadweardes, swa him ge-aethele waes
fram cneo-magum thaet hie aet campe oft
with lathra gehwone land ealgodon,
hord and hamas. Hettend crungon,
Scotta leode and scip-flotan,
faege feollon. Feld dennode
secga swate siththan sunne upp
on morgen-tid, maere tungol,
glad ofer grundas, Godes candel beorht,
eces Dryhtnes, oth seo aethele gesceaft
sag to setle. Thaer laeg secg manig
garum agieted, guma Northerna
ofer scield scoten, swelce Scyttisc eac,
werig, wiges saed. 

The Battle of Brunanburh 

In this year King Aethelstan, Lord of warriors,
ring-giver to men, and his brother also,
Prince Eadmund, won eternal glory
in battle with sword edges
around Brunanburh. They split the shield-wall,
they hewed battle shields with the remnants of hammers. 
The sons of Eadweard, it was only befitting their noble descent
from their ancestors that they should often 
defend their land in battle against each hostile people,
horde and home. The enemy perished,
Scots men and seamen,
fated they fell. The field flowed
with blood of warriors, from sun up
in the morning, when the glorious star
glided over the earth, God's bright candle,
eternal lord, till that noble creation
sank to its seat. There lay many a warrior
by spears destroyed; Northern men
shot over shield, likewise Scottish as well,
weary, war sated. 

History of the English Language

A short history of the origins and development of English

The history of the English language really started with the arrival of three Germanic tribes who invaded Britain during the 5th century AD. These tribes, the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes, crossed the North Sea from what today is Denmark and northern Germany. At that time the inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic language. But most of the Celtic speakers were pushed west and north by the invaders - mainly into what is now Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The Angles came from Englaland and their language was called Englisc - from which the words England and English are derived.
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Germanic invaders entered Britain on the east and south coasts in the 5th century.
Old English (450-1100 AD)
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Part of Beowulf, a poem written in Old English.


The invading Germanic tribes spoke similar languages, which in Britain developed into what we now call Old English. Old English did not sound or look like English today. Native English speakers now would have great difficulty understanding Old English. Nevertheless, about half of the most commonly used words in Modern English have Old English roots. The words be, strong and water, for example, derive from Old English. Old English was spoken until around 1100. 

Middle English (1100-1500)
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An example of Middle English by Chaucer.


In 1066 William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy (part of modern France), invaded and conquered England. The new conquerors (called the Normans) brought with them a kind of French, which became the language of the Royal Court, and the ruling and business classes. For a period there was a kind of linguistic class division, where the lower classes spoke English and the upper classes spoke French. In the 14th century English became dominant in Britain again, but with many French words added. This language is called Middle English. It was the language of the great poet Chaucer (c1340-1400), but it would still be difficult for native English speakers to understand today. 

Modern English

Early Modern English (1500-1800)
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Hamlet's famous "To be, or not to be" lines, written in Early Modern English by Shakespeare.


Towards the end of Middle English, a sudden and distinct change in pronunciation (the Great Vowel Shift) started, with vowels being pronounced shorter and shorter. From the 16th century the British had contact with many peoples from around the world. This, and the Renaissance of Classical learning, meant that many new words and phrases entered the language. The invention of printing also meant that there was now a common language in print. Books became cheaper and more people learned to read. Printing also brought standardization to English. Spelling and grammar became fixed, and the dialect of London, where most publishing houses were, became the standard. In 1604 the first English dictionary was published.

Late Modern English (1800-Present)

The main difference between Early Modern English and Late Modern English is vocabulary. Late Modern English has many more words, arising from two principal factors: firstly, the Industrial Revolution and technology created a need for new words; secondly, the British Empire at its height covered one quarter of the earth's surface, and the English language adopted foreign words from many countries.

	A brief chronology of English

	BC 55
	Roman invasion of Britain by Julius Caesar.
	Local inhabitants speak Celtish

	BC 43
	Roman invasion and occupation. Beginning of Roman rule of Britain.
	

	436
	Roman withdrawal from Britain complete.
	

	449
	Settlement of Britain by Germanic invaders begins
	

	450-480
	Earliest known Old English inscriptions.
	Old English

	1066
	William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, invades and conquers England.
	

	c1150
	Earliest surviving manuscripts in Middle English.
	Middle English

	1348
	English replaces Latin as the language of instruction in most schools.
	

	1362
	English replaces French as the language of law. English is used in Parliament for the first time.
	

	c1388
	Chaucer starts writing The Canterbury Tales.
	

	c1400
	The Great Vowel Shift begins.
	

	1476
	William Caxton establishes the first English printing press.
	Early Modern English

	1564
	Shakespeare is born.
	

	1604
	Table Alphabeticall, the first English dictionary, is published.
	

	1607
	The first permanent English settlement in the New World (Jamestown) is established.
	

	1616
	Shakespeare dies.
	

	1623
	Shakespeare's First Folio is published
	

	1702
	The first daily English-language newspaper, The Daily Courant, is published in London.
	

	1755
	Samuel Johnson publishes his English dictionary.
	

	1776
	Thomas Jefferson writes the American Declaration of Independence.
	

	1782
	Britain abandons its American colonies.
	

	1828
	Webster publishes his American English dictionary.
	Late Modern English

	1922
	The British Broadcasting Corporation is founded.
	

	1928
	The Oxford English Dictionary is published.
	


Source: http://www.englishclub.com/english-language-history.htm 
